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Each year, Nora’s rain garden is expected to capture 
and soak in over 10,000 gallons of rain from her roof. 
A low growing Fragrant Sumac (Rhus aromatic “Gro 

Low”) shrub can be seen on the left in the foreground. 
The dark-leaved shrub in the background is Ninebark 

(Physocarpus opulifolius). 
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At the end of the trench (seen in the foreground of the photos), a “lollipop” shape was formed creating a large area for water 
to soak in. The trench was lined on all sides with black landscaping fabric (seen in the left photo) then filled to within three 

inches of the top with crushed stone.  A layer of the fabric was installed over the stone. Three more inches of crushed stone 
were placed over the fabric to make the top of the trench flush with the surrounding lawn. The fabric prevents soil from 

moving into the pore spaces and clogging the trench, which allows water to move freely and soak into the ground. It also 
allows the homeowner to more easily clean the top layer of stone if it gets filled with soil and unwanted vegetation. 


